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IJML FARM.

A SSpiritcd toalry Argument in Ar-

kansas.

IN" AN AMBUSCADE.

The VUm'ion Foroas Rally and
.Seize the Saloer.

ROOT 03? THE REBELS.

Dnfcvan lin Confusion from the
JHotly-Contost- ed Field.

BV lOOL. A. (O. UliACKBTT, 3D V. 8. CAT., TORT

DAVIS, T12X.

On the 30th of June, 18G2, Gen. Grant,
Ihon ntMouiphis, Tcnn., wrote lo Gen. Hal-lec- k

these words: "Agcntlemau from Ar-

kansas, who has just made his escape from

thorc and came up on one of our gunboats,
says that Gen. Curtis has lost several forag-

ing parties; the Texas Hangers take no

prisoners; minus me rcuoi iorcc ou mutu
llivor cannot be less than 5,000 or G.OOO ; it
is estimated by citizens as more than double
tliat number. The troops from Little Hock

have all been brought over io "White River;
there are some Louisiana troops, between
1,000 and 2,000 from Missouri, four or five

regiments Texas Rangers, and a large num-

ber of Arkansas conscripts ; the number of
the latter is estimated very large and in-

creasing daily."
Now, as is woll known, the troops of Gen.

Curtis had a hard time in Arkansas, but as
far as known no foraging parties were lost,
though several came near being captured by
the enemy. The Texas Rangers did not find
it so easy a matter to capture the Union sol-

diers as they had supposed, and on several
occasions were severely "worsted. Neither
did the Louisiana and Arkansas soldiers
walk away with the Unionists, but were
compolled to make some

ItAPID ItETlXOCIiADE MOVEMENTS.

Arkansas had already contributed many
rcgimonta to the Confederate service, and
was ready to contribute more. The leaders
in the State, and especially the military au-

thorities, straiued every nerve to complete
her quota. There was a determination to
drive Gon. Curtis and his army away, even

if it took the last man to do it, and many a
stalwart form was added to the military array
of thoConfederates. Uniforms werefurnished
to all who chose to join the ranlcs, and when
marshaled under proper officers they pre-

sented a very respectable appearance. More
than anything else they lacked capable offi-

cers, very few of the leading men having
any conception whatever of military mat-

ters. Too late they discovered that they
had neglected their military education too
long, and now found very few men indeed
who could instruct them. That they were
brave enough there was no doubt at all, but
individual courage is a far different thing
from the disciplined courage of regiments
and brigades.

The weather during the month of June
was excessively hot, and the vegetation in
the rich land as rank and luxurious as could
be. Numerous swamps dotted the surface
of the country, and huge cypress trees rose
amid them, clothed with Spanish moss,
which swayed to and fro in the wiud. Cy-

press knees abounded in these swamps, ren-

dering crossing difficult and treacherous.
Cauobrakcs were found here and there, giv-

ing shelter to wild auimals,and fever-breedi- ng

fenlauds rendered the region to every
one

UNWHOLESOME AND SICKLY.
On the IGlh of May, 18G2, Private Elijah

D. Jonkins, of the 9th 111. Cav., was assassi-

nated by the Confederates at Cotton Plant,
Ark.; and on the 21st of May, Private Phi-land- or

W. Pringle, of Co. G, same regiment,
was murdered in cold blood by the rebels,
and his body left lying in a swamp near
Jacksonport, Ark., until brought out and
buried by a party of soldiers, under Lieut
Arza F. Brown. These outrages had the
effect of inflaming the resentment of the
men of the regiment, and made them long
for an opportunity to cross arms with the
secessionists. It was a mean and contempti-
ble kind of warfaro, unworthy of civilized
men ; but some of the Confederate leaders
sanctioned these things, and urged their fol-

lowers to continue thom. Of course thore
must he a turn in every tide, and the turn
ocourred on the 32th of June.

On the morning of that day Col. Brackett,
of the 9lh 111. Cav., in command of the troops
at the junction of Black with White River,
opposite Jackson port, sent out a wagon train
to got corn and bacon for the use of the
troops. These supplies wero very much
needed, as nolhiug could be procured in any
othor way. As a guard for this train he
sent out part of Cos. A, M, K and C, 9th 111,

Cav,, uudor Moj. Hector J. Humphrey, and
supposed everything would move along
guiotly, as had been the case for some time
past The altizons of Arkansas did not lihe
to Hose thoir provisions, but thorc was no
hdlp for it, as the Union soldiers must

HAVE SOMITITINO TO LIVE ON.
The command started for the Waddell

form, some four miles below Jacksonport,
and while moving along was violently d

from an ambuscade, and several of
the soldiers wounded. Co. K, commanded
byiOapl, Charles S. Caraoron, was in front
and for a time was obliged to bear the full
brunt of the attack. The train halted, and
after keeping up the firo for some time Maj.
Humphrey deemed it best to scud back to
camp for reinforcements.

As soon as Col. Brackott could make the
necessary arrangements he started out for
thereliof of his mon, taking with him two
more companies of his regiment, and two
companies of Bowen's battalion of Misfoun
cavalry, together with two mountain how

itzcrs belonging to the battalion. Traveling
along as rapidly as lie could he soon over-

took the train, halted in the road, the rebels
on horseback yelling and taunting our men.
Taking down a high rail fence to the right,
he formed four companies of the 9th 111. Cav.
in line inside the cottonfield, with orders to
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"Among Tnrai Was Judge Robinson in
Full Rekel Uniform."

charge the Confederate line as soon as he
could got the howitzers in position and
commence firiug. The Confederates, consist-

ing of Hooker's Corps, were very bold and
defiant, which was not remarkable, as thus
far they had carried everything their own
way, and thought they could continue to
do so. The cavalry tympanies in the field
wore commanded by Capts. Burgh, Knight,
Cameron and Blackmore. The howitzers,
under Lieut. Madison, were defended by
two companies of Bowen's Missouri cavalry
battalion, under Capt Williams and Lieut
Eallou.

Capt Cowan, with Co.D, 9lh HI. Cav., was
kept in rear of the train to repel any of the
Confederates should they make an attack
upon our rear, ud Capt Perkins, with his
company (F), 9th HI. Cav., remained with
the Colonel. By this liaic a

LAIIGE Xl'MRKU OI' NEGttO SLAVES

had assembled in the cottonfield, some dis-

tance away from the Confederate soldiers,
as if to watch the changing movements of
tho fight When everything was in readi-

ness Col. Brackott gave the command to fire,
firing diagonally across the cottonfield and
directly among the rebel soldiers. At the
same time the Illinois cavalrymen, with
sabers drawn, struck spurs into their horses,
and away they went after the enemy. The
negroes, seeing what was going on, tore
away the fence in front of our men, giving
them a clean road after the enemy, who
gave way at once. Some of the rebels who
endeavored to impede the progress of our
troopers wore cut down in the twinkling of
an eye, while several were taken prisoners.

In the meantime the howitzers continued
to send thoir hhclls into tho farmhouse,
toolhouse and giuhouse, where many of the
Confederate sharpshooters still remained,
and sooa the toolhouse was a mass of flames,
the riflemen escaping as best they could
acros3 Village Creek, sadder and wiser men.
For a time there was a good deal of noise
and confusion, but gradually, as the enemy
managed to hide themselves away in the
swampsbeyond the reach of our cavalrymen,
the pounds died cut except the crackling of
the flames and falling of the beams in the
toolhouse.

The long wagon-trai- n was now brought
forward, and everybody was in high glee at
the prospect of getting full loads of bacon
and corn, in which they were not disap-

pointed. There were a good many wounded
men to care for, both on tho Union and Con-

federate side, aud places were fixed in the
wagons so that they could ride along com-

fortably. Many of them were badly shot,
especially one rebel, named Futtrell, who
had a large ball

PASS THROUGH HIS LUNGS,
and no one thought he could recover. One
of the Captains of Hooker's command, named
Shuttlcworth, was also badly wounded, but
he did not fall into our hands. The main
Iohs to our side fell upon Co. K, 9lh HL Cav.,
which had nearly one-ha- lf of its number,
out on this duty, either killed, wounded or
missing. This company received tho first
fire of the enemy, concealed in the bushes,
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Making Way for the Cavalry.
and might bs aid not to have been prepared
for it Oorp'l Joseph J. O. IL Spinney, who
afterward became a Captain, was among
those hit, with 12 others wounded and mibs-in- g.

Corp'l Waldo was also seriously injured
by a bullet

A good guard was kept out so that our
people could not bo surprised while Ailing
thoir wagons,but the Confederates had been
o severely handled that they made no

demonstration. In fact, this was tho first
repulse they had met with in this portion of
tho country of a serious nature, and they
were greatly surprised at tho result Their

leaders kept assuring them that it was an
easy thing to overthrow the Unionists.

During tho fight a shell from one of the
howitzers lodged in tho chimney of the Wad-de- ll

house, and had it exploded tho build-
ing would soon have been in flames. A great
number of bales of cotton were burnt, which
gave rise to much comment on tho part of
tho secessionists, who had been taught that
the principal tiling the Unionists desired

WAS COTTON.
" I thought you wanted cotton," said one

of the rebels.
" Not much," replied a Union soldier; " wo

can get along very well without it"
" But our people tell us that is what you

came here for."
" Well, your leaders for once were mis-

taken ; we do not care specially for it"
" Yes, I seo that," replied tho rebel.
"Some of the Yankees would not only

burn your cotton, but tho cotton Bced as
well, so that you could raise no more," said
a Union soldier.

" I believe you," remarked the rebel. " It
won't do to believe all you hear."

" Not in this instance, at any rate."
"Wo have worked in everyway in our

power to keep the cotton from falling into
your hands, aud now to see you caring so
little when you see it burning; lean scarcely
believe my own eyes."

"Yes, there are a good many strange things
in this world."

"And none more strange than this," re-

marked tho rebel musingly.
Wo positively knew tho Confederates lost

28 in killed, wounded and prisoners, but the
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"I Thought You Wanted Cotton."

loss was no doubt much more than this, as
they always concealed their losses as mnch
as possible. Several of their leading men
were captured; among whom was Judgo
Robinson, in full Confederate uniform, who
had been doing what damage ho could to
our soldiers. This man had a good deal of
influence in tho community where he re-

sided, and his capture was felt by the seces-

sionists. But for great forbearance on the
part of Maj. Humphrey he would have shot
Robinson through and through while ho was
endeavoring to make his escape.

A body of Arkansas riflemen had been
posted in and near a white dwelling-hous- e

beyond the Waddell house, and poured a
galling fire into our men, doing some damage.
Upon discovering this the Colonel led two
companies toward it, wnen tne rmcraen
escaped, Icavingscveral females in the build-
ing. As the Union soldiers camo up these
females commenced a great outcry and
fancied

TnEm noun had come.
Tho Union soldiers, seeing their terror, left
them unmolested and in quiet possession of
their domicile. It was said afterward that
several of the Confederate soldiers wero
secreted in the house; some of the negro
slaves insisting upon it

There was a dense forest hack of the house,
and the Confederate soldiers sought its
shades with the utmost precipitation when
the Illinois cavajrymen started after them
with drawn sabers. In fact, no better place
of concealment and safety could have been
found than the woods near the farm.

Col. Brackett particularly recommended
to the notice of the Major-Gener- al commend-
ing the good conduct of Maj. Humphrey,
Capts. Burgh, Knight, Cameron, Cowan,
Blakemoro and Perkins, Lieuts. Benton,
Hillicr, Shear, Conn, Butler and Smith, and
First Serg't Clark, of the 9th 111. Cav., and
Capt Williams, Lieuts. Madison aud Ballou,
and First Serg't Miller, of Bowen's Mo. Cav.
battalion. He also thanked Surg. James W.
Brackett for his care of tho wounded, and
Battalion Adj't Blackburn, Regimental
Quartermaster Price aud Serg't-Ma- j. Price,
all of the 9th 111. Cav., for their efficient serv
ices on this occasion. Ilia small brigade of
Illinois and Missouri troops had done ex-

ceedingly well, and ho was
JUSTLY TROUD OF THEM.

On account of the saber charge of tho cav-

alrymen, this engagement has received a
good deal of attention from military men,
and it has been referred to on many occa-

sions. The main features of tho fight were
as given before, though some riflemen, who
bad been sent here especially by Maj.-Gc- n.

Hindman,of the Confederate army, did what
damage they could with their weapons.
From their earliest youth tho men of Arl::in-sa- s

are trained to use tho riflo and becomo
very expert, and it is wonderful they did no
more execution on this occasion; but the
truth was tho moral effect of the charge had
taken tho spirit out of them, and they dread-
ed tho coming of our men beyond measure.
Sabers won the day here beyond any doubt

After gathering what was necessary for
the men and horses the command returned
to their encampment across White River.
The commanding officer was somewhat ap-

prehensive that he would bo attacked while
on the march, as ho feared tho Confederate
forces would rally and give him another
taste of their quality after darkness Eet in,
but nothing occurred and he reached his
destination in afely,much to tho satisfac-
tion of all concerned. Hooker's Corps and
the Arkansas riflemen had been too severely

handled to wish for a repetition of their
day's experience, preferring rather to con-

tinue their march down toward Col. Mat-

lock's camp, where they felt safe. This de-

feat
CHAGRINED THE CONFEDERATES

greatly, and Hooker was ordered to Little
Rock for trial by court-martia- l. Tho result
of this trial isnot known, and other defeats
following closely upon tho heels of this one,
the authorities found they would have their
hands full if they attempted to punish every
one who met with a reverse. Gen. Hind-ma- n,

who was in supreme command, became
very arbitrary and unpopular, especially so
as ho ordered tho execution of several Con-

federate soldiers. He was relieved from
command in Arkansas, was sent West, and
from there to Richmond, where ho remained
some time, never recovering his hold upon
tho people of his State. Eventually ho was
assassinated at Helena, Ark., in September,
18GS, bygone of his former soldiers, in retalia-
tion for some real or fancied wrong received
at his hands.

Written for Tun National Thibuke.
A SOLDIER'S CONFIDENCE.

BY LIEUT. S. CnOSSLEY, CO. II, 113TII PA.

As at my office door I sat
At closing of the day.

One who had been of stnhrart frame
Approached me from tho way.

"Stranger," ho said his volco wa3 low,
His checks wero wan and palo,

Marks, too, that told that on life's sea
He'd weathered many a gale

"I'm not a prowlin' 'round for food
Nor bcgRin' stranger's cash.

But I've v question I would ask
I ask no answer rash,

"And no ofTcnse I'll take, d'ye seo,
If none you have to give;

I'll not bo bothcrin' folks much mora,
I'vo not got long to live.

"You sec, 'way lack in 'CI

I donned tho army blue.
And through tho tnrnnl thing I went

I saw it through and through.

"D'ye mark that gash upon my check?
A 6abcr put it there,

Twos handled by a rclwl
Poor wretch, be got his share;

"Hut ere I'd fixed him, straight, just hero,
Just here where wo all live,

A minio pierced me, mind yo,
Itcllyouposlthel

"I sank to earth nnd thought that Bill
"Was then done up for good,

But soon I found my framework
2fado up of solid wood ;

"The doctors rut mo in repair
And buck again I went,

And to the Johnnies over gave
f As good as e'er they sent.

" Now when tho war was over
I'd just nohow to live,

I'd asked for work on every side
But none liad aught to give;

"So off I cut t' thfr Jlockics;
(Poor mam had died, meanwhile,

So I had none to c-- c for
And Mdn't career style.)

"I hod my upf and downs, of coarse,
(My wifo nnd guts arc gone,)

I've never asked of stranger aught
Nor from a comrade drawn ;

"But now I'm nothing but n wreck-- As
Uhclc5s oh n kid

You put me up at auction,
I'd never make a bid.

"They told mo ere I left the ranch
That I'd ought mako a claim

For pension so they call it
(No matter 'bout tho name.)

"Well, then It struck mo full nnd fair
Tho thing was just nnd right,

And thought, of course, headquarters
Would see it in that light;

"And so I writ tlio President,
Sccln'fl he's tho biggest gun,

Assured that when he'd read the facta
My case wos good aa won.

"I'vo not took stock in politics,
In fact I'vo not had time,

And who shall run the big machine
I'd never give a dime;

"Except that dear 'Old Glory
Shall be kept wavin' right-T- hat

ncath its folds wo ne'er again
Bo found in bloody flight!

"But when, at last, a letter camo
As stiff and cold as ice,

(Although the language, to bo suro,
Vi'na proper, straight and nico,)

"But tellin' mo how long ago
Tho time since I was popped,

And sayin's how he thought 'twos tlmo
That all such claims wero stopped ;

"Well, I was mad; perhaps I swore,
To think Hint such a bluff

Should come from such a source as that,
Stranger, I think it'n tough !

" I calculate there's some mistake
The people's made this time;

When loyal soldiers ask their righui
'Tis treated as a crime !

"A word, I now remember,
Was 6trung across the street

In Washington, as wo marched by,
Towards homo with weary feet ;

" It ran like this, now mark you !

The debt we cannot pay.
Is thnt wo owe our soldiers

Who won for U3 the day ' ;

" I thought that meant no almshouse
For poor old hulks like me.

But, ' pard,' (oxcuso me) seems somehow
There's been a cliangc, d' yo sec.

" Well, I havo bored you long enough,
My story's been too long.

And to bo takln' of your timo
Is, certain sure, dead wrong.

"Now what I wn'nl to know is tills
I'll give it to you straight:

Is there n union In this town
Where sojers congregate?

" I've heard it often in tho miucs
Aa how ft big cotnbiho

Has been made up among tho boys
Ou mutual help design.

"I tell you, 'pard,' (beg pardon, friend,)
There never breathed u man

I'd sooner btaka my money on
Then them of such n clan.

"1 know 'cm well they're stickers,
They'll elny in any fight

And you can bet your dollars
They'll always do the right.

"I wantn consultation, seo.
As I've no friends around.

And bccIu'h how my earthly frame
Is fclnkin' to tho ground ;

"And now if you can pilot mo
To wllerctho boys nrc found

You'll do a favor, pard,' I swear,
'Twill please me dovr.t' lh ground."

Full well I found his confidenco
Hud not been valn-nibplacc-

As twelvemonth hcuco I joined the throng
That saw him clay-encase- d ;

That with a brother's tenderness
Thore dropped the filling tear,

And fondly prated tho laurel wreath
Upon iho loYly bier,

CHICEMAIM

The Conspicuous Gallantry of Van Der-vee- r's

Brigade.

BREASTING THE STORM.

It Meets "Without Flinching the
Shock of Battle.

TWO DATS OF KGHTEsTG,

And the Last to Leave the "Well-Contest- ed

Field.

BY B. P. ZEnRINO, 3oTH OHIO,

OHIO.

More than 21 years ago Sept. 10 and
20, 1863 there was fought on the northern
borders of Georgia, along the banks of
the Chickamauga River, a battle which for
fierceness, hard fighting, charges and counter-c-

harges and loss of life has rarely been
equaled on this continent It takes its
name from the stream along whose banks
the conflict raed.

Chickamauga is an Indian name, meaning
"river of blood," and surely it does not now
seem inappropriately named. Realizing the
impossibility of giving a general account of
the two days' battle in the space allotted to
me, I shall confine what I havo to say
mainly to the part taken by tho Third Bri-

gade, Third Division, Fourteenth Corps.
The division was commanded by Gen. Bran-na- n,

a most meritorious and gallant officer,
loved and respected by his men. The bri-
gade, commanded by Gen. then Colonel
P. Yan Derveer, of the 3oth Ohio, consisted
of the 9th Ohio, Col. Kammerling; 35th
Ohio, Lieut.-Co- l. H. V. Boynton ; 2d Minn.,
Col. George, and 87th Ind., Col. Gleason.
"While the battle proper was fought on the
19th and 20th, there had been considerable
skirmishing and manuvering for several days
prior thereto.

It may be well if we go back a few weeks
and notice tho position of the two armies
and their movements which made this battle
necessary. In the latter part of August tho
army of Gen. Bragg

OCCUPIED CUATTAXOOOA,

on the south bank of tho Tennessee Eiver,
which was tho key to the mountain ranges
of East Tennessee and Georgia, and in a
naturally stro g position. The Union army
lay north of the river, in the vicinity of
"Winchester and McMinville, Tenn., com-

manded by Gen. Rosecrans. The problem
for our side was to gain possession of Chat-
tanooga. Two courses were open: to force a
passage across the river above Chattanooga
and make a direct attack upon the in-

trenched enemy, or to cross farther down the
river atdifierentplaces, and over rugged roads
and through mountain gaps move on the
enemy'sline of communications. Briefly, the
Union commander must fight the enemy, or
he must flank him out; and the latter wa3
the chosen method.

Late in August this movement began. In
order to deceive Bragg several brigades
demonstrated along the river front above
and opposite Chattanooga, thus masking the
real movements of our forces and enabling
Gen. Rosecrans to cross the river below
Chattanooga with his entire army, and

WITHOUT OPPOSITION.
Gen. Bragg doubtless felt safe from a di-

rect attack, and did not foresee that Gen.
Rosecrans would throw the Union army
upon his line of communications; hence no
opposition was made to the passage of the
river at different points.

Brannan'a Division crossed at the mouth
of Battle Creek on self-construct- rafts;
other divisions farther down on rafts and
pontoons. Once across, three obstacles pre- -
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The Rebel Brigadiee.
sented themselves between us and Bragg's
line, namely, Raccoon, Sand and Lookout
Mountains. By Sept. C Sand Mountain had
been crossed, and the army lay along the
western slope of Lookout Mountain, from a
point six or seven miles from Chattanooga
to Valley Head, about 33 miles distant.

To dislodge the enemy from Chattanooga
it became necessary to carry Lookout Point
where it abuts t'ho Tennessee River a hold
promontory overlooking Chattanooga, or
to cross Lookout Mountain through the
gaps farther south, and move directly on
the rebel lino of communications. The
former wa3 considered impracticable, and
orders wero given to cross tho mountains
Gen. McCook with the Twentieth Corp3, on
tho right, Gen. Thomas with the Fourteen tli,
in tho center, and Gen. Crittenden with tho
Twenty-firs- t, on the left, and down the
valley. By Sept 9

LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN"

had been crossed, the gap seized and Gen.
Thomas's Corps was firmly planted on the
eastern slope, directly threatening Gen.
Bragg's " cracker line."

In consequence of this successful manu-ve- r,

Gen. Bragg was compelled to evacuate
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Chattanooga on the night of Sept 8 without
a tattle, or even a skirmish, and the object-

ive of the campaign fell into our hands aa
the result of Gen. Eosecxans'3 strategy.
Thus far the movements, while considered
perilous in view of the possibilities to the
enemy, were remarkably successful.

East and "West there were no active opera-
tions at this time, and the probability of a
reinforcement to Bragg's army from either
point should have been carefully considered,
and all thought of pursuit should have given
way to preparation for concentration and
defense. Bragg's reasons, as given by him-

self, for the evacuation were that he esti-

mated the strength of Gen. Eosecrans at

AWAITINQ THE ATTACK.
70,000. He anticipated the hatter's union
with Gen. Burnside, then at Knoxville with
25,000 men. His forces

BEING TOO WEAK
to cope with these, divided from his ex-

pected reinforcements, Bragg was compelled
to fall back to meet his reinforcements,
when he would turn and strike the advanc-
ing columns of Rosecrans in detail as they
would separately debouch from the mount-
ain passes. That he did not succeed in this
is owing to the stupidity and failure of some
of his Generals in not obeying his commands
and moving promptly on our forces. These
movements were also in a measure pre-
vented by the foresight of Gens. Negley and
Baird, whose divisions were in advance,
and who prudently fell back and took strong
positions in the mountain gaps. Thus was
frustrated the effort to crush Gen. Thomas.
Had Gen. Bragg directed his efforts to defeat
the Union army in detail, against McCook
or Crittenden, they being on the flanks
andrmore exposed, the result

MIGHT HAVE BEEN DIFFERENT.
Here occurred the great mistake of Gen.

Rosecrans. Acting upon the supposition
that Bragg was in full retreat, h gave Mc-

Cook offers to pursue by way of Rome, Ga.,
and cuk off any straggling bodies of rebels
he might find. Thomas was directed to pur-
sue by way of Lafayette, and Crittenden by
way of Ringgold and Dalton.. Had the
orders been for concentration instead of pur-
suit, the entire army might have been in
Chattanooga and in secure position for de-

fense at least two days before the battle.
About Sept. 11 it was found that Bragg

was confronting Gen. Thoma3 with a supe-
rior force. Then it was made necessary to
begin a hasty concentration of our forces,
and Gen. Thoma3 was compelled to remain
where he then wa3, to await the arrival of
McCook's Corps, to save it and make a move
ment toward Chattanooga in safety. This
concentration was completed on the 17th, but
too late to reach Chattanooga without a bat-

tle.
Bragg had now gathered in every availa-

ble reinforcement Longstreet from the
East, Buckner from Knorvillc, "Walker from
the army of J.E. Johnston, and the militia
from Georgia,

SWELLING HIS AIUIY,
according to Rosecrans's estimate, to about
90,000, and according to Bragg's own esti-
mate to 70,000. Gen. Hill, recently, in the
Century gave from the Southern standpoint
his version of this battle, and I must say it
is a very fair one, except as to the numbers
engaged. He places Bragg's strength at 50,-00- 0,

which is certainly far below the actual
number. "We have always thought Bragg's
estimate nearest correct The command of
Gen. Rosecrans did not exceed 50,000 some-
thing less of actual fighting men.

The plan of Gen. Bragg seemed to be to
envelop our left and place his army between
our forces and Chattanooga. Gen. Rose-

crans, anticipating this movement, ordered
Gen. Thomas to move the Fourteenth Corp3
to tho left and connect with the right of
Crittenden, covering the Chattanooga roads,
Crittenden being at Lee and Gordon's Mill.
This movement began the evening of Sept
18 at about 5 o'clock, and being somewhat
retarded by the Twenty-firs- t Corps's move-
ments, gave us

an all-nig-ht 3rAr.cn.
It was not until daylight Sept 19 that we
reached our destination. At this time it
was supposed the rebel army was on the
eastern and opposite bank of the Chicka-
mauga River.

Col. Dan McCook, who commanded a bri-

gade in the Reserve Corps, had made a
the day before from tho vicinity

of Ringgold, and reached and destroyed a
bridge across the river. He reported to Gen.
Thomas that an isolated brigade was on the
west side of the river, and that the bridge
being destroyed a prompt movement would
capture the brigade. Gen. Thomas ordered
Gen. Brannan the movements of whose di-

vision I shall follow more closely in tho
remainder of this sketch to move forward,
reconnoiter the enemy, and, if possible, capt-

ure this brigade.
"Waiting a few moments to prepare a little

coffee for breakfast, we moved forward.
Many comrades will remember with what

alacrity and cheekfulness
the troops advanced, expecting to bring back
asm trophy aa entire rebel brigade as pris-
oners. "While we failed to capture this bri-

gade, perhaps we did as well by developing
the enemy, and for the first time finding a
large portion of the Confederate army this
side of the river.

Although both armies had been manuver-
ing in close proximity to each other for

several days, each commander was ignoran
of the special dispositions of the other, antl'
thns a merely tentative advance became tha
initiative of one of the bloodiest battles of
the war. Gen. Bragg had hoped to conceal
his effort to throw his army between Rose-

crans and Chattanooga. He was not aware
that Gen. Thomas had made this move to
the left the night previous.

Gen. Brannan posted the Second Brigade,
Col. Croxton, on our right to connect with
Gen. Baird's Division, and with tho First
and Third, commanded by Cols. Connell and
Van Derveer, moved forward, making quito
a detour to the left Croxton, moving di-

rectly with the division of Baird, first en-

countered the enemy, capturing some pris-
oners. The enemy,

BEING HEAVILY EEINFORCED,
drove Baird's Regular Brigade back in dis-

order and doubled it up on Van Derveer'a
Brigade, and ifc was only prevented from
breaking through our rank3 by the boys of
the 35th Ohio putting the bayonets on tneir
guns and compelling them to pass around to
our left. These men coming back pell-mel- l,

yelling lustily "the whole rebel army Is
before us; we will all be killed," and other
such exaggerated expressions, wero very
trying to the courage of the regiment, but
nobly did it stand to its post and face the
enemy. Then for the first time we met tho
"isolated brigade" McCook had left this
side of the river, and which we had come to
capture. The rebels, flushed with apparent
success, came on with a rush, but met with;
a stubborn obstacle in the shape of Van
Derveer's Brigade and were gallantly re-

pulsed, though not until after an hour or
more had been spent in the exchange of
"compliments" at close range.

About this time the 9th Ohio the German
regiment of our brigade undertook the re-

capture of a battery of artillery which had
been taken from King's Regular Brigade by
the rebels just before. The charge of this
regiment was exceedingly
GALLANT, BBILLIANT AND SUCCESSFUL.
The capture of these guns was mainly duo
to the fact that the conflict occurred upon
ground thickly covered with trees and
undergrowth, and consequently unfavorable
for the rapid movement of artillery, as also
for its effective use. Except for a few fields
here and there, the whole battlefield was
thickly wooded, and divisions and --brigades
of each army were often hotly engaged whiTo.
in complete isolation.

A lull in the engagement enabled us to
recruit our ammunition and reform our
lines, facing yet more to-th- e left to prevent
further flank movements. Scarcely had our
lines been reformed when the reoels mad
another charge on our left, more obstinate
than the first determined to crush it if pos-
sible and place themselves on the road Be-

tween us and Chattanooga. Our brigade,
under the leadership of a cool and skillful
officer, firmly resisted the onslaught yield-
ing not an inch of ground, and the enemy
was again forced to retire, but not before
great gaps were made in their ranks by tha
shot and shells from our musketry and arfil
Iery. In this attempt to turn our left tha
lines at times were

NOT MORE THAN FIFTY FEET APART.
Other divisions coming up they were placed
on our right and came into action, the bat-

tle ranging from left to right at intervals
during the day. This opening passage on
the left was a type of the fighting along tha
whole line.

The Second Brigade, during this first day,
maintained a severe conflict without inter-
mission for six hours. The First and Third
cannot have had less severe work, owing to
the number of points from which we were
attacked by the vastly superior numbers
opposed to us. It was only by the most un-

flinching courage and determination that
these points could be held before the over-
whelming masses of troops hurled against
us by the rebels, whose every effort appeared
to be directed toward breaking this line and
gaining

THE BOAD TO CHATTANOOGA,

which lay just to our rear. The repulse Of
the rebels here had been so successful, and
to them so disastrous, that no further effort
was made on this part of the line that dayv

The division of Gen. Brannan was retired
late in the afternoon, and moved to tho ex-

treme right of the corps and rested for tho
night. "With darkness the fighting ceased,
and our troops, worn out with the marching
of the whole night previous and the heavy
fighting during the day, slept on their arms,
awaiting the heavier conflict of the morrow.
Though weary, the boys were in good spir-
its and confident of victory.

Brass's plan contemplated breaking our left,
crashing tho center and placing hi3 army across
tho road to Chattanooga, aud then he would
have the balanco of our army completely in hia
power. Thomovcmcuts made by Gen. Bran-nan- 's

Division compelled Bragf? to opon the
battle beforo his troops had reached the posi-
tions assigned them, uud then, to his Surprise,
he found

OUR AR3IY CONFRONTING Hr,
instead of bciujr, as ho thought, some miles far-
ther to his left. The battle of the 19th was a
sorics of charges and couuter-qhnrgo- s, now in,
favor of ono sido aud than of the other. In
tho main tho results of ho day wero In our
favor. Bragg, having boen forced to fight be-

foro ho was ready, had boca. foiled in his at-
tempt to gain tho roads in our rear.

During tho night lines wore rofbrmed and
morning found each division occupying rela-
tively about the samo position in the general
line, except Brannan's, which was in rosore.
During the night our troops threw up tempo-
rary breastworks of log3 aud rails, and calmly
awaited tho attack which all folfc was suro to
come. xV fog buns over tho field in tho ihorn-iu- g,

which prevented early action. It was
about 9 o'clock Sunday moraiug, Sept 20, be-

foro " tho ball opened" in earnest. Gon. Bran-
nan placed two brigades in liuo on tho right of
tho Fourteenth Corp3, with Van Dorvcer's in
reserve.

During the foronoon an unfortunate ordor of
Gen. Eosecrans, or its misconstruction by Gen,
Wood, mado a

GAP IN THE MAIN LINE
on tha right of tho Fourteonth Corps, through,
which tho rebels poured in dense mosses, flank-
ed McCook and Crittonden, and drove a largo
part of these corps from tho field. One divas-io- n

of each of theso corp3 being nnder tha com-

mand of Gon. Thomas and with his line, was
saved from this rout

Along with this disaster was earned Gen.
Bosecrans, who, with his staff, was in the rear
of tho right wiuff. Most of these troop3 worked
their way back to Chattanooga, but were of af


